Biochemistry of red cell invasion.
We are still far from an explicit understanding of the events that characterize the invasion of red cells by malarial parasites at the structural and biochemical levels. The nature of the interaction between the attached parasite and the host cell; the origin of the parasitophorous vacuole; the identity, disposition, and arrangement of the propulsive proteins of the parasite; the functions of the rhoptry organelles; and the rearrangement of the host cell membrane to permit entry of the parasite remain to be elucidated. A hypothetical scheme is presented that pursues the processes involved in invasion from the biochemical events generated by attachment of the parasite, to the steric rearrangement of red cell membrane proteins, which culminates in invasion.